Monday, April 19, 2004
Hosea 7:1 - 8:14  

According to some of the experts, 7:5-7 may refer to the political intrigue that infiltrated the Northern Kingdom, as well as the immorality that pervaded the court. Over a period of only twenty years, 752-732 B.C., usurpers assassinated four kings. 

Most of us no longer bake bread on stone, but the picture in verse 8 is one of a bread cake left to cook without turning—it becomes burned on one side and white and hard on the other—useless and unpalatable. 


In verse 14, the people come to worship and sacrifice so that they will receive the gift of good crops, but with no heart for God. 

Verse 4 of chapter 8 reminds Hosea’s hearers that while Judah continued under the leadership of one dynasty, the family of David whom God had chosen; Israel (Ephraim) had served several families by this time, most chosen by assassination. Israel’s first king, Jeroboam, also set up a worship place with a golden calf. God makes it clear that He rejected this action.

Readers and listeners in Judah would have reacted differently than those in Ephraim. They probably nodded and smiled in agreement at the attack of words on their brothers to the north, but verse 14 undoubtedly cleared the smiles away. Judah was also committing the same sins against God. [image: image1.png]



